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Repmonp ConyNGHAM. 


Further information relative to the 
AMISH OR AYMENIST SECT. 
(Obtained from a Member of the Society.) 


To the question, why have the Amish no public burying 
grounds? it isreplied, ‘*We have been told, that in the 
earliest times it was customary for the wandering tribes 
to burn the bodies of the dead, and collect the ashes, 
which they placed in vases, for the purpose of carrying 
them from place to place, as they found it necessary to 
remove. When societies began to increase, and settle- 
ments to be permanent, then came the practice of erect- 
ing sepulchres: this originated from the vain desire of 
conferring honour,even on the lifeless clay within a tomb. 
Pyramids, mausolems, and temples, followed—all de- 
signed to mark, with honourable distinction, the illustri- 
ous dead Churches were erected over sepulchres, and 
sepulchres were formed within churches. 

‘* The Germans had in early times the places of the 
dead consecrated by the priests; and it was considered 
a mark of disgrace, not to be interred in ground ren- 
dered holy by consecration. To be deprived of the 
privilege of a burial in consecrated ground, was the most 
ignominious punishment that could be inflicted upon 
the friends of the deceased.” 

The teachers of this sect remark, ‘ That the most 
wealthy and influential enjoy privileges, which the poor, 
however good, however virtuous, however religious, 
they may be, are denied; because those privileges they 
are unable to buy. The rich, by a large bequest toa 
church, will not only have a sepulchre within its walls, 
but a splendid marble ornament to point out the virtues 
of the donor; whilst the destitute will be refused burial 
in consecrated ground, because they are not able to 
comply with the demand for the mere right.” 

* Ground already consecrated will not, for that reason, 
lie undisturbed for ever. Health put in its plea, that 
sepulchres within churches were prejudicial; that burial 
grounds within cities, would generate disease. Sepul- 
chres were, theretore, forbidden to be erected in church- 
es, and those already made were required to be re- 
moved as offensive. Where then was their respect for 
the dead? Time also asserted, that as it advanced, one 
age would bury the memory of the other in oblivion; 
and if not in oblivion, would weaken the veneration of 
consecrated ground of former years; that houses for the 
living would be built upon it, without respect for the 
bones beneath its surface.” ig 

‘¢ The soul is immortal, and as soon as it is released 
from its earthy mantle, hastens to a higher destiny. 
All, therefore, that we require is, that the body may be 
placed in some spot hidden from the public eye, where 
it may remain undisturbed until it be finally united with 
the earth, of which it was originally made.” 

“* Where repose the ashes of the patriarchs of anti- 
quity? Where are the ashes of our fathers? We came 
to Pennsylvania,and left dhem to repose in a distant land; 
they are but earth—our souls will meet in Heaven.” 

“Pride has erected the church, the tomb, the sepul- 
chre, and the magnificent mausolem.” 

*¢ The body wrapt in canvass, and committed to the 
ocean, lies as securely as if deposited in consecrated 
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| ground. No proud monument marks the spot—no gau- 
| dy or brilliant edifice stands above it—no golden let- 
tered tablet gives the splendid virtues of the dead. The 
waters render such honours useless. The practice of 
public lurial is not necessary or required. The Bible 
does not make it imperative. Time renders every 
monument unavailing.” 
** Let us be ever governed by reason and nature.” 


Opinions of the Aymenists. 

** God influenced by a desire to save the whole world 
sent bis son; his son was, therefore, intended to be the 
Saviour of the whole human family.” 

The Bible speaks of different degrees of punishment, 
proportioned to the amount of sins committed. It can- 
not be believed, ‘* That he who sins the least shall be 
punished in the same degree, as he who sins the most.” 

“ Ostentation, in every thing we do, should be avoid- 
ed; we are bound in duty, to relieve those who ask our 
aid, and require our help; but it must be done without 
giving oneself the merit of the act.” 

‘In our passage through life, we must ever be vigil- 
ant; for, in passing over a field, a stone might cause us 
to stumble, if not to fall. However great ye may think 
yourselves, be vigilant, lest ye stumble or fall.” 


The founder of the Amish or Omish sect, gave the 
following rules or authorities as guides to the preach- 
ers:— 

The Apostles were unlearned; they were all men in 
an humble stage of life. They derived their instruc- 
tion from our Saviour in person—we derive it from 
the Bible and Testament. It is not, therefore, necessary 
for us to be previously instructed, to perform our duty 
as preachers or teachers of the Word of God. 

The Testament will supply us with rules for our go- 
vernment. St. Mark, xi. 24—Ist Epistle of St. James, 
v. 6 and 7—St. Matthew xxi. 22—Phillippians, iv. 11, 
12 and 138—Proverbs, xxix. 23 (Bible)—St. Luke, xvii. 
3 and 4—St. Matthew, xviii. 15 and 16—1st Epistle of 
Timothy,y- 1, 2, and 20—Ist Epistle of Peter, v. 5— 
Corinthians, vi. 5, 6 and 7—Corinthians, xiv, 34 and 35 
—Alst Timothy, v. 16—Ephesians, v.—Proverbs, xxviii. 
19 (Bible)—Proverbs, xii. 11, 24 and 27 (Bible)—Job, 
xxxiii, 14, 15 and 16 (Bible)—Romans, xiii. 13—John, 
xx. 21, 22 and 23—Deuteronomy, vii. 3 and 4 (Bible) — 
Acts. of the Apostles, viii. 12, 13, 36, $7 and 388—Co-. 
rinthians, vii. 14. 

Note.—The Mennonists in Germany read, at the time 
of baptism, the 23d to the 40th verse of the 8th chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles; also, the 41st verse of the 
12th chapter of St. Matthew, showing that repentance 
| before baptism is absolutely necessary. The branch of 
the Mennonists, that pursue this form, do not require 
any assent to any particular creed, from the persons to 
be baptized, but ask only the general profession of 
Christianity. 

Note.—The Aymenists refer their brethren, for rules 
of discipline, to Acts of the Apostles, ii. S7 and 38— 
St. Matthew, xviii. 15, 16 and 17—St. Luke, xvii. 3 and 
4—St. Peter, i. 5—Phillippians, iv. 11, 12 and 13—st. 
Matthew, xxi. 22—St. Mark, xi, 24—St. James, i. 5, 6 
and 7. 

Note.—Some persons derive the name of this sect 
from Omeis, a preacher of the Mennonists, called after 
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him Omeis, or Ommish. Others supposed it to derived with his party contended, that the construction put upon 
from Ommen, a town in Germany, whose inhabitants | lst Corinthians, v. 9, 10 and 11 verses—2d Thessalo- 
are called Ommenists. | Nians, iii. 15—Titus, iii. 1l—~in the seventeenth article 
I am, however, of opinion, that Ommen is a town of | of said Confession, was too rigorous. On the other 
the United Provinces, and Ommenburg is a town in | hand there was Jacob Aymen, who with his party strictly 
Germany. These speculations ¥ give as I receive them; | adhered to the text. The two parties, after having met 
, also the following: , and deliberated on the subject, could not agree; and, 
Magnus Daniel Omeis was born in Nuremberg, a free | finally, a separation took place. Those who, with Jacob 
imperial city of Germany, and capital of Franconia. | Aymen, adhered to the original, were by the opposite 
Omeis, after he became of age, settled at Attorf, about | party called ** Aymeniten,” or ‘* Aymenists.” Jacob 
ten miles from the city of Nuremberg, and within its | Aymen was, in the Swiss dialect (for brevity sake), 


territory. called “Jaki Aymi.” Hence the term “ Amish,”’ 
There was a University of some celebrity, a Botanic | “ Omish,” &c. 
Garden, and an excellent Library, at Attorf. It is, however, not acknowledged that Jacob Aymen 
Omeis was Professor of Belles-Lettres. He wrote on | was the founder of a sect. He is not the author of any 
the Platonic and Pythagorean philosophy, and publish- | book, nor was he the propagator of a new doctrine, but 
ed Notes to the Historia Evangelica. He died in 1708, | a mere defender of that which had existed for many 
It is said, that a branch of the Mennonists studies his | years heforehand, 
works, and were called Omeis. If a new sect was founded, it was by John Heisly and 
Question. Was this person the founder of the sect in | his party, as they deviated from the Confession of Faith, 
Pennsylvania, known by the name of Ommish? which was acknowledged by the conference held at 
ote. —Some of the peculiarities of the Aymenists are | Dortrecht, sixty-four years previously. But we shall be 
said by their preachers, to have been derived from the | content to let every one judge of this matter as he shall 
Apostolici, a religious sect which flourished at the close | think ss Suffice it to say, that the names of “Ay. 
of the second century. menites,” “Amish,” “ Omish,” &c. were bestowed on 
“ Permitting the hair to grow to a great length upon | them by way of reproach. Asa proof of this, we will 
their heads, suffering the beard to grow without re- | only state, that many and large congregations still exist 
straint; and considering it to be contrary to the law of | in Europe, where they are not known by that name. 
God to take oaths; also to conform, as far as practicable, | A considerable number of whom have, of late years, 
with the peculiar manners, usages, and customs, of the | €migtated to this country, and were received by thuse 
Apostles.” called ‘*Aymenites” as their brethren. 
There were three different sects called Apostolici, | In the Palatinate of Bavaria, Alsace, Waldeck, and 
who flourished at different periods. It is the first of | Switzerland, they are at present generally called Men- 











these, which is referred to by the Amish teachers. nonites. By which name, they have been known for 
more than two centuries. 
skid The “Aymenites’’ of the present day,are in princip] 
November 26, 1850. y P a ee 


the same with those formerly called ‘ Mennonites,’ 
“Ana-baptists,” &c. and with the ‘* Waldenses” of the 
twelfth century. This will be evident, by comparing 
the Confession of Faith, before alluded to, with the 
tenets and morals of the Waldenses, That the differ- 
ence is only nominal, is according to Y. T. V. Braght, 


Dear Sir—In answer to the letter addressed to you 
by Redmond Conyngham, of Lancaster, stating that he 
has written a history of the Aymenist sect, as connected 
with the early settlement of Pennsylvania; and in which, 
he expresses a desire to be informed respecting the 


name of the founder of the sect; the place of his nativity; | attested by Jacobus Mehrningus’ History of Baptism, 
and the place from which they originally came. We 


: ) page 666, where he says: “From Barengarius they were 
respecttully submit to you the following summary ac- | called Barengarians; from Peter de Bouis, Petrobrusians; 
count:— 


from Henricus, Henricians; from the Apostles, Aposto- 
lici; and from Peter Waldus, Waldensis,”” &c. And pp. 
sect?” it would be difficult to give a direct and definite | 695 and 696, le says: ‘* With us Germans they are, by 
answer. We would however briefly observe, that the | the Papists, Lutherans, and Calvinists, who maintain in- 
confession, or articles of faith, to which the society still | fant baptism, contemptuously called Ana-baptists. In 
adhere, is the same which was published at Dortrecht, | the Low Countries, they are called Mennonites, from 
in Holland, on the 21st day of April, 1632:, by those | Menno Sernous, one of their most eminent teachers.” 
who, at that time and in that place, were called ‘ Bap- | See the aforesaid ‘*Blutige Schau platz,” vol. L page 
tists,” ‘‘Ana-baptists,” or “ Mennonists.” Who, being | 220, and the Introduction, page 7, with the original 
accused of belonging to those dangerous and seditious | notes in both places. 

fanatics, that figured at Munster about the year 1533. The greater part of those who first came to this coun- 
On account of this accusation, they suffered the sever- | try, originally came from Switzerland; from which place 
est persecutions, in consequence of which, their minis- | they were driven by persecution, in the year 1671, and 
ters met in conference at the time and place aforesaid, | 


As tothe question, ‘‘ Who was the founder of the 


settled in the Palatinate of Bavaria—(see vol. II. page 
and published their Confession of Faith. By which, | 598, of said ‘ Blutige Schau platz”’)—where they con- 
they clearly refuted the charge of entertaining the wild | tinued till sometime about the middle of the eighteenth 
and fanatical notions of the Munsterites. For said Con- | century. When, in consequence of the inducement 
fession see “Dee Blutige Schau platz, ouer Martyrer | held forth by the government of Pennsylvania granting 
Spiegel der Yaufsgesinnten.” Printed at Lancaster, Pa. | liberty of conscience to all denominations, they emi- 
by Joseph Ebrenfried, volume I. page 22. This is the | grated to this country; and settled in the lower coun- 
Confession of Faith to which those called Aymenists | ties of this State. Where they again received the name 
still adhere, and which is represented and held forth to | of ‘*‘Aymeniten,” ‘“Aymenites,” or “Amish,” from the 
every individual that is admitted into their communion, | followers of John Heisly—many of whom had also come 
and that previous to the administering of baptism. | to this country. 

How the name “Aymenists,” or ‘‘Amish,” originated, | The birth place of Jacob Aymen we have not ascer- 
will appear from the following: — tained, nor yet the exact place of his residence—having 
& There are manuscripts extant from which it appears, | never considered him a man of note, we do not deem 
that in the year 1696, a dispute or difference of opinion the place of his nativity a matter of consequence. 
arose between the ministers of the Mennonists inhabit- | Respectfully your friends, 
ing the country along the river Rhine, from Alsace up SHEM ZOOK, 
into the district of Bern in Switerland. Among the dis. | DAYID ZOOK. 
putants there was on the one part John Heisly, who 
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An aged member of the Amish or Ommish faith re- | exist in our city. It appeared as an advertisement in 


lates, that he often heard his grandfather say, that his 
family was one of the first of the European who settled 
west of the Conestoga, That the Indians lived near 
them; and that the German and Indian children would 
frequently play together in the neighbouring wigwam. 
“Sometimes you would see them engaged in contests 
of foot race; in which, the Indian lads would excel, al- 
though the German boys would discard their clothes, 
to put them on an equality with the naked savages. 
Sometimes with the bow and arrow, but here the little 
indians would all show their superiority in skill, and 
accuracy ofaim, In wrestling, and most of their exer- 
cises, the Indian boys excelled; but in the mechanical 
arts, the little emigrants had the advantage. I have 
often seen the chiels reclining on the ground, leaning 
on the arm, looking at the diversions and amusements 
of the children; and when the little Indian would ex- 
cel, they would laugh very heartily. 

**It would not unfrequently happen, that the little 
Germans would show some degree of anger, when they 
were unsuccessful, by giving a blow, or taking up a 
stone and unceremoniously hurl it at the head of a com- 
petitor, which the little Indians would receive with the 
utmost complacency. I was one day amused by seeing 
a struggie between an Indian and a German; the former 
was younger, but more active than the latter, and the 
little son of the forest was evidently playing with the 
strength of his adversary; the German became heated, 
and exerting all his strength endeavoured to throw his 
companion with some force upon the ground, but the 
wily Indian gave a sudden trip, which caused the Ger- 
man to fall beneath; who, rising angrily, seized a stone 
and levelled his opponent to the earth. The chiefs, who 
were near laughed very heartily, for the Jitile white faces 
did not wait to see the result, but run hastily home- 
wards, dreading a severe castigation. In all and every 
transaction we had with the Indians, we found them 
mild and peaceable; and, as just related, not disposed 
to revenge, when the act appeared to be a momentary 
burst of passion. I have often seen the littlegrenne- 
man’s, children of a Mennonist emigrant, playing in the 
most sportive and innocent manner with the Little red 
faces, and I never knew or heard of one liltle white face 
receiving an injury from their red brethren; that is, no 
intentional injury. 

‘*I remember the bickory tree which once stood in 
the centre of Lancaster. It was customary for the In- 
dians, when about to form a treaty, to select a tree 
which had the appearance of vigour, health, strength, 
and, I may add, beauty; then surrounding it, they would 
say, ‘by this chain thus linked together, may it remain 
unbroken as this tree has survived the storm.’ Again, 
‘if any of us shall violate this pledge, may the lighten- 
ing shiver such to pieces, as a lofty pine in a thunder- 
etorm.’ 

“It was not until the introduction of spirituous liquor, 
that the neighbourhood of the Indians proved dangerous 
to the whites; but not to us, for we gave them no liquor, 
and neither did we trade with them, for our religion 
forbade it. 

“It may be not unnecessary to add, that the Indians 
had the most implicit confidence in William Penn,whom 
they were always inclined to respect as a superior be- 
ing; and the great conference was frequently referred 
to by them, in their several talks at Lancaster and at 
Conestoga.” é 

Note.—The Brennemans’ settled west of the Cones- 
toga in the year 1719, 


BENEFICIAL SOCIETIES. 

The following statement is, we think, highly credit- 
able to our coloured population, and deserves to be 
recorded, as exhibiting a much more extensive system 
of benevolent operations, than is generally supposed to 


the Philadelphia Gazette. 


TO THE PUBLIC. 

Whereas, we believe it to be the duty of every per- 
son to contribute as far as is in theif power towards 
alleviating the miseries, and supplying the wants, of 
those of our fellow beings who, through the many mis- 
fortunes and calamities to which human nature is sub- 
ject, may become fit objects for our charity. And, 
whereas, from the many privations to which we as peo- 
ple of colour are subject, and our limited opportunity 
of obtaining the necessaries of life, many of us have been 
included in the number dependent cn those provisions 
made by law, for the maintenance of the poor; there- 
fore, as we constitute. a part of the public burden, we 
have deemed it our duty to use such means as was in 
our reach to lessen its weight; among which, we have 
found the forming of imstitutions for mutual relief, the 
most practicable and best calculated to effect our ob- 
ject. To these institutions, each member pays a sum 
varying from one to eight dollars as an initiation fee, 
and from twelve and a half to twenty-five cents monthly. 
The funds are exclusively appropriated to the relief of 
such of its members, as through sickness or misfortune, 
may be unable to work; to the interments of deceased 
members, and to the relief of their widows and orphans, 
&c, Therefore, by contributing a trifling sum to these 
funds while in prosperity,we not only secure to ourselves 
a pension in sickness and adversity, but also contribute 
to the relief of our distressed brethren; and as these so- 
cieties are incorporated and bodies politic in law, each 
member is sure of such benefits as are guaranteed by 
their constitutions. But asthe public are not acquainted 
with the manner of distributing these benefits, nor the 
amount distributed, many have mistaken our object, and 
doubted the utility of these institutions—have thought 
them incentive to extravagance and dissipation, and for- 
med merely to gratify our ostentatious desire, in con- 
sequence of which, the societies have thought it neces- 
sary, for the satisfaction of the public, to publish a state- 
ment of their expenses for charitable purposes during 
the last year; which, we believe, will convince every 
candid person, that the above named opinions are erro- 
neous, as most of the objects of these charities are per- 
sons whose daily earnings are scarcely adequate to their 
daily wants; and, many of them having large families, 
without some such aid they would necessarily become 
objects of public charity: whereas, by belonging to one 
or more of these institutions, they receive such aid as 
enables them to live, and in case of their death to be de- 
cently interred without increasing the public expense. 

We, the subscribers, being appointed a committee to 
lay before the public a statement of the expenses of 
each society, for the year 1830, together with the dates 
of their formation, do certify the following to be correct. 

MALE SOCIETIES. 
Formed. Paid out from 
The African Friendly Socie- 
ty of St. Thomas 
Sons of Africa 


$76 50 


1795,1830 to 1831 
- 222 60 


1810 


Benezet Philanthropic 1812 e 415 19 
African Benevolent 1815 66 116 99 
Benevolent Sons of Zion 1822 “ 57 73 
Sons of St. Thomas 1823 “6 43 12 
Harrison Benevolent 1823 e¢ 56 06 
Coachman’s Benevolent 1825 * 212 124 
United Sons of Wilberforce 1827 o 368 68 
Tyson Benevolent 1824 - 93 38 
Beneficial Phil. Sons of Zoar 1826 “6 38 50 
United Brethren 1829 o 159 00 
Humane Mechanics _ 1828 ad 38 00 
Union Ben’t Sons of Bethel 1828 66 178 61 
United Shipley Beneficial 1829 “6 97 074 
Citizen Sons of Philadelphia 1830 * 18 40 
Library Benevolent 1830 ss 70 35 


$2202 71} 
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FEMALE SOCIETIES. 
Formed. Paid out from 
The Female Benevolent So- 





ciety of St. Thomas 1796,1850 to 1831 $80 84 
Female Benev’t Whitesonian1816 - 80 12 
African Female Band Bene- 

yolent Society of Bethel 1817 *$ 428 50 
Female Benezet Society 1818 * 196 12; 
Daughters of Aaron 1819 " 61 124 
Female Granville Society 1821 - 161 224 
Daughters of Africa’s Soc’y 1821 ue 149 97 
Female African Benevolent 1822 - 212 554 
Daughters of Zion Angolian 

Ethiopean Society of 103 67 
Daughters of St. Thomas 

Society, Feb. 1 1822 o 250 72 
Daughters of Absalom, A- . 

pril 5 1824 ” 360 33 
Daughters of Ethiopia 1825 " 131 50 
Female Tyson Society -_— * 132 75 
Daughters of Hosea 1825 109 77 
Female Mcthodist Assistant 

Society 1827 - $2 50 
United Daughters of Wesley 1827 ym 144 78 
Free Daughters of Shipley 1827 : 108 72 
Daughters of Isaiah 1828 se 73 724 
Daughters of Gideon 1828 os 189 65 
Female Clarkson Society 1828 os 90 00 
United Sister’s Society 1828 ee 208 75 
Union Daughters of Industry1829 es 39 50 
Female Harrison Benevo- 

lent Society 1829 oe 97 25 
Female Beneficial Philan- 

thropic Society of Zoar 1826 m4 42 21 
Benev’t Daughters of Zion 1826 “ 75 50 
Daugliters of Noah of Beth- 

el Church 1822 es 40 00 
Citizen Daughters of Phil’a 1830 “ 15 00 

$3616 584 
Total of male societies, - - — - 2202 71} 
Total of male and female societies, - $581 9 294 


There are several societies of the same kind, that have 
not made their returns to be published, for reasons un- 
known to us. 

JOHN ROWERS, 
WILLIAM C. WEST, 
JAMES CORNISH, 
ROBERT C. GORDON, Sr. 
BENJAMIN PASCHALL, 


March 1, 1831. Committee. 





MERCANTILE LIBRARY COMPANY. 


The Ninth Annual Meeting of the Mercantile Library 
Company of Philadelphia, was held on Thursday eve- 
ning, Jan. 13th. ; ; 

Epmunp Wrtcox ‘was appointed Chairman, and 
Henny C. Cornirt, Secretary. 

The report of the Directors forthe past year was read 
and accepted. 


Annual Report of the Directors. 

It isa source of much gratification that the condition 
of the Library affords cause for sincere congratulation. 
The full attendance always to be seen at the Library, is 
the most convincing and satisfactory evidence of the 
entire success of the enterprise in which the members 
engaged a few years since, and while we are gratified at 
what has been done,we are led to anticipate increased 
means of pleasure and instruction from this institution. 

The Directors have not been unmindful of the duty 
of providing for a series of popular lectures to be deliy- 
ered before the ccmpany, and have made arrangements 
for a course ofa more miscellaneous and general char- 


MERCANTILE LIBRARY COMPANY. 


4} will soon be given. 
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| acter, than those hitherto delivered before the members, 
and fromthe eminence of the gentlemen in various 
departments, who have kindly engaged their services 
for the present course, it may fairly be presumed that 
the gratification derived from this important means of 
instruction, will not be less than has been enjoyed from 
those delivered informer years. Notice of the lectures 
‘The amount of receipts and ex- 
penditures for the year, the number of stockholders 
and subscribers, and the present state of the funds, will 
be exhibited in the report of the Treasurer, which will 
| be laid before you. It will be seen by that report, that 
the sale of stock forms a very important item of revenue 
tothe company. The remainder of the new emission of 
200 certificates, authorised at the annual meeting in 
1829, will probably be disposed of during the present 
winter. It will therefore become the duty of the com- 
pany to determine whether the number of stockholders 
shall be further increased, or an additional annual pay- 
ment imposed upon each share, to meet the deficiency 
in the receipts consequent upon the suspension of the 
sale of certificates. Which of these expedients shall 
be adopted, is a question interesting to each member, 
and is introduced to his notice now, that he may be 
prepared to act upon it at the proper time, as, in his 
| judgment, the reciprocal interests of himself and of the 
institution, may direct. The numbers of volumes added 
to the library during the past year, is 402, among which 
are many works of sterling value, and the great increase 
of books, since publishing the catalogue, in 1828, will 
make it necessary to publish an additional catalogue at 
an early period, 

The whole number of volumes in‘the Library is 3320, 
the number of daily newspapers taken is five, of weekly 
and semi-weekly papers three, and of periodical jour- 
nals seven. To show how extensively the library has 
| been used, it will be enough to state, that the number 
| of books loaned during,the past year, is 8430. The in- 
| crease of readers at the rooms will render it necessary to 

to provide more ample accommodations, and a commit- 
tee has been appointed to take this subject into consi- 
deration; and the time may not be far distant when a 
| building may probably be obtained for the use of our 
| institution in conjunction with other literary societies of 
the city. Acharter hasbeen obtained which secures 
- ao company the advantages of an incorporated 
ody. 

‘The Directors cannot close this report without ex- 
pressing their sense of the loss which the company has 
sustained in the death of their valued associate Joshua 

| Haven, a high-minded, intelligent and accomplished 
merchant, whose example and counsel were highly ap- 
preciated by all who knew him, and whose death is de- 
plored asa public calamity. 
By order of the Board of Directors, 
JOHN WELSH, Jr. Secretary, 


_ The report of the Treasurer was also read, by which 
it appears that the receipts of the Company during the 
past ert been $1148 11-100, and the disburse- 
ments $1105 20-100; leaving a balance in the Treasur 

of $4291.10. . 


— following resolutions were read and laid on the 
table: 

1st. Resolved, that the yearly contribution on each 
share of stock be two dollars, including the present 
year, 

2. Resolved, that the yearly payment of subscribers 
be three dollars, including the present year. 

Sd. Resolved, that no Stock shall be issued be 
the number now authorised, being 500 shares. 


It was then resolved, Khat when this nieeting adjourn 
it shall adjourn to meet on Monday, the 24th. inst at 7 
o’chock inthe evening, to take into consideration the 
subjects involved in the above resolutions. 

Samuel Jeans and Wm. Patton were appointed Tel- 
lers, when the meeting adjourned, and proceeded to the 
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election of Directors and Treasurers for the ensuing 
ear. 
y EDMUND WILCOX, Chairman. 

Henry C. Corsit, Secretary. 

MERCANTILE LIBRARY COMPANY, 
Directors for 1831. ; 

Thomas P. Cope, Algeron S. Roberts, 

Thomas Biddle, John Welsh, Jr. 

William M. Walmsley, | David Lewis, Jr. 

John M. Atwood, | James S. Newbold, 

Joseph H. Dulles, John A. Brown, 

William E. Bowen, Richard S. Smith. 

John M. Van Harlingen, 

Treasurer—John Fausset. 

At a meeting of the Board, of Directors, held on the 
17th inst.,. THOMAS P. COPE, Esquire, was unani- 
mously re-elected President, and Joun Wetsu, Jr. Se- 
cretary. 
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“in Act relating to Registers and Registers’ Courts. 

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in Gene- 
ral Assembly met, as follows: 

Sxction I, Every person who shall be appointed to 
the office of register, before he shall enter upon the 
duties of the office, shall make oath or affirmation to 
support the constitution of the United States, and the 
constitution of this commonwealth, and to perform the 
duties of the office of Register with fidelity; and shall 
also, with one or more sureties, to be approved of by 
any two judges of the Common Pleas of the respective 
county,and also by the Governor, give a joint and several 
bond to the commonwealth, ina sum equal to half the 
sum prescribed by law for the official bond of the Sher- 
iff for the time being of the same county; with condition 
faithfully to execute the duties of his said office, and 
well and truly to account for, and pay according to law 
all monies received by him for the use of the common- 
wealth, and to deliver up the books, seal, records and 
other writing belonging to his said office,whole, safe, and 
undefaced, to his successor in office: which said bond | 
shall be for the use of al! persons concerned, and for the | 
relief ofallwho may be aggrieved by the acts or ne- | 
glect of such register. 

Il. Every person appointed as aforesaid, shall cause | 
the bond herein before prescribed, being duly acknow- 
ledged by him and his sureties before a magistrate of 
the city or county respectively, to be recorded by the 
recorder ofdeeds of the respective county, and as soon | 
afterwards as convenient, to be transmitted into the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth for custo- | 
dy; of which transmission he shall be entitled to receive 
the secretary’s certificates without fee or reward. 

Ill. Copies of the record of the official bond of any 
register, acknowledged and recorded as atoresaid, and 
duly certified by the recorder of deeds for the time be- | 
ing, shall be good evidence inany action brought against 
him or his sureties on such bond, according to its form 
and effect, in the same manner as the original would be 
if produced and offered in evidence. 

IV. Every register shall appoint and keep a deputy 
to officiate in his absence,for whose conduct he and his 
sureties shall be accountable; and such deputy shall be 
capable in law to take the probate of wills and testa- 
ments, and to grant letters of administration and of col. 
lections, and to do whatever else by law appertains to 
the office of register. 

V. Every register, qualified to act as aforesaid, shall 
have jurisdiction within the county for which he shall 
have been appointed, of the probate of wills and testa- 
ments, of the granting of letters testamentary and of 
administration and of collection, of the passing and fil- 
ing of the accounts of executors, administrators, collect- 
ors aad guardians, and of any other matter, whereof 
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the jurisdiction may be at any time expressly annexed 
to his said office; and the act ofany register in any mat- 
ter, whereof another register has the exclusive jurisdic- 
tion, shall be void and of no effect. 

VI. Letters testamentary and of administration and 
of collection shall be grantable only by the register of 
the county within which was the family or principal re- 
sidence of the decedent, at the time of his decease; and 
if the decedent had no such residence in this common- 
wealth, then by the register of the county where the 
principal part of the goods and estate of such decedent 
shallbe. And no letters testamentary, or of aministra- 
tion or otherwise purporting to authorise any person to 
intermeddle with the estate of a decedent, which may 
be granted out of this commonwealth, shall confer upon 
such person any of the powers and authorities possessed 
by an executor or administrator or collector, under let- 
ters granted within this state. 

VII. The register having jurisdiction as aforesaid, 
shall,at the instance of any person interested, issue a cita- 
tion to any person having the possession or controul of a 
testamentary writing, alleged to be the last will or testa- 
ment of a decedent, requiring him to produce and depos t 
the same in his office for probate; andifsuch person shall 
conceal or withhold such writing during the space of 
fifteen days after being personally served with a cita- 
tion issued in the manner and form aforesaid, he shall 
be liable to an indictment as for a misdemeanor, or to an 
action for damages by the person aggrieved. 

VIII. Whenever any testamentary writing shall be 
offered for probate before any register having jurisdic- 
tion thereof, such register shall have power to issue a ci- 
tation to any person whose name may be subscribed 
thereto asa witness, or who may be alleged to him to 
be otherwise capable of proving the due execution of 
such testamentary writing—such person being within 
the proper county or within forty miles of the office of 
such register—commanding him, under a penalty of 
three hundred dollars, to appear before himat the office 
of the register of the county, ona day certain, not less 
than five days from the service of such citation, and de- 
pose and testify what he may know concerning the exe- 
cution of such writing; and if such person, being cited 
and summoned as afore said, shall refuse or neglect to 
appear as commanded, the register shall have power to 
issue an attachment against such witness, to compel his 
appearance; or the party aggrieved may have an action 
against him to recover the said penalty; in the manner 
now allowable by law in cases of subpeenas, issued to 
witnesses by the courts of common law. 

1X. On the application of any person interested, 
every register shall have power to issue commissions to 
take the depositions of witnesses, in other counties or 
states or foreign countries, in all cases within his juris- 
diction upon interrogatories filed in his office. 

X. No letters testamentary upon any last will and tes- 
tament, or if administration with a will annexed, shall 
pass the seal of the registers’ office untilfive days after 
the day of the death of the decedent be fully expired; 
and no nuncupative will shall be admitted to probate, 
nor shall letters testamentary thereon be issued till four- 
teen days after the day of the death of the decedent be 
fully expired; nor shall any nuncupative will at any time 
be admitted! to probate unless process have first issued 
to call in the widow, if any, and such of his relations 
or next of kin as would be entitled to the administra- 
tion of his estate in case of intestacy, to contest the 
same if they please. 

Xf. No testamony shall be received to prove any 
nuncupative will after six months elapsed from the 
speaking of the pretended testamentary words, unless 
the said testimony or the substance thereof, were com- 
mitted to writing within six days after the making of 
such will. 

XII. Copies of wills and testaments, proved in any 
other state or country according to the laws thereof, 
and duly authenticated, may be offered for probate be- 
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fore any register having jurisdiction, and proceedings 
thereon may be had with the same effect, so far as re- 
spects the granting of letters testamentary or of admin- 
istration with the will annexed, as upon the originals; 
and if the executor or other person producing any such 
copy, shall produce also therewith, a copy of the record 
of the proceedings for the probate of the original there- 
of, and of the letters testamentary or other authority to 
administer issued thereon, attested by the person hav- 
ing power to receive the probate of such original in the 
place where it was proved, with the seal of office, if 
there be one, annexed, together with the certificate of 
the chief judge or presiding magistrate of the state, 
country, county, or district, where such original was 
proved, that the same appears to have been duly proved, 
and to be of force, and that the attestation is in due 
form—such copies and proceedings shall be deemed 
sufficient proof, unless the contrary be shown, for the 
granting of letters testamentary or of administration 
with the will annexed, as the case may require, without 
the production or examination of the witnesses attest- 
ing such will. 

XII. Whenever a caveat shall be entered against the 
admission of any testamentary writing to probate, and 
the person entering the same,shall allege as the ground 
thereof, any matter of fact touching the validity of such 
writing, it shall be lawful for the register, at the request 
of any person interested, to issue a precept to the Court 
of Common Pleas of the respective county, directing an 
issue to be formed upon the said fact or facts; and also, 
upon such others as may be lawfully objected to the 
said writing, in the following form, viz: 

COUNTY, SS. 

{L. 8.] _ The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
To the jadges of the Court of Common Pleas of the 
said county, greeting: 

Whereas, A. B. onthe day of: in the year, 
&c.—presented to G. H., our register of wills of said | 
county, for probate a certain writing hereto annexcd, 
purporting to have been made the day of——in the 
year, &c.—(or otherwise describing the paper in question) 
which said writing, the said A. B. avers is the last will 
and testament of the said C. D.; and whereas, F. D., 
who isa son and heir of the said C. D. (or intermar- 
ried with F. D. who is a daughter and heir, &c. according | 
to the fact,) hath objected before our said register, that | 
(the said writing was procured by duress and constraint, | 
stating the matters of fact objected;) and whereas, the 
said A. B. (or E. J.) hath requested that an issue may 
be directed into our said court, to try by a jury, the va- 
lidity of the said writing and the matters of fact which | 
may be objected thereto in our said court; therefore, we | 
command you that you cause an action to be entered 
upon the records of our said court, as of the day of the 
delivery of this our precept into the office of the pro- 
thonotary of our said court, between the said A. B. and | 
the said E. D., so that an issue therein may be formed 
upon the merits of the controversy between the said 
parties, and tried in due course according to the prac- 
tice of our said court inactions commenced by writ; and 
further, that you case all other persons who may be in- 
terested in the estate of the said C. D. as Heirs, rela- 
tions or next of kin,devisees,legatees or executors, to be 
warned, so that they may come into our said court and 
become party to the said action if they shall see cause; 
and that you certify the result of the trial so had, in the 
premises, into the office of our said register. 

Attest—G. H., register of wills of the said county. 

And the facts established by the trial had and certified 
to the register as aforesaid, shall not be re-examined 
by the said register, nor upon any appeal from his de- 
cision. 

XIV. Before any register shall issue any letters testa- 
mentary or of administration, with the will annexed, he 
shall administer an oath or affirmation to the person and 
persons receiving the same, in the following form, viz: 

You do &c. that this writing contains the last will and 
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testament of A. B. named therein as far as you know, 
and as you verily believe; that you will well and truly 
perform the same, by paying first the debts, and then 
the legacies contained in the said will according to law; 
that you will diligently and faithfully regard, and well 
and truly comply with the provisions of the law relating 
to collateral inheritances; that you will make a true and 
perfect inventory of all the goods, chattels, and credits 
of the deceased, as far asyou know and can ascertain 
them, and exhibit the same into this office, within forty 
days from this day; anc also a just account and settle- 
ment thereof, in one year or when thereunto legally re- 
quired. Provided, thatin the case of the will ofa de- 
cedent, not resident, at the time of his decease within 
this commonwealth, proved in another state or in a for- 
eign country, whereof letters testamentary or of admin- 
istration with the will annexed, may be granted in this 
state; it shall be lawful for the register so to modify the 
foregoing oath, that the inventory and account therein 
mentioned shall be of the goods, chattels, and credits of 
the deceased, within this commonwealth. 

XV. Before the register shall issue letters testament- 
ary to any executor, not being an inhabitant of this com- 
monwealth, he shall take from him a bond with two or 
more sufficient sureties, being inhabitants of this com- 
monwealth, respect being had tc the value of the estate 
to be administered, in the name of the commonwealth, 
with the following condition, viz: 

The condition of this obligation is; that if the said A. 
B. executor of the last will and testament of C. D. de- 
ceased, shall make a true and perfect inventory of all 
and singular, the goods, chattles, and credits of the said 
deceased, being within this commonwealth, which have 
come or shall come to his hands, possession or know- 
ledge, or into the hands and possession of any other 
person, for him and the same so made, to exhibit into 
the office of the register of the county of. within 
forty days from the date hereof, and the same goods do 
well aud truly administer according to law, and make a 





just and true account, of all his actings and doings 


therein, in one year from the date hereof, or when 
thereunto lawfully required, and shall well and truly 
comply with the laws of this commonwealth, relating 
to collateral inheritances, and in all other respects with 
this laws of this commonwealth, relating to his duty as 
executor; then this obligation to be void, otherwise of 
force and effect. 

XVI. All original wills after probate, and the copies 
ofall original wills produced under the provisions of 
this act, shall be recorded and filed by the register of 
the respective county; and shall remain in his office, ex- 
cept when required to be had before some higher tribu- 
nal by certiorari or otherwise; and if removed for such 
cause they shall be returned in due course to the office 
where they belong: and the copies ofall such and of the 
probate thereof, under the public seals of the courts or 
offices, where the same may have been or shall be so 
taken or granted respectively, except copies or pro- 
bates of such wills and testaments as shall appear to be 
annulled, disproved or revoked, shall be adjucged and 
are hereby enacted to be, matter of record and guod 
evidence to prove the gift or devise thereby made. 

XVU. Whenever the executors named in any last 
will and testament shall all refuse or renounce the trust 
and execution thereof, the register, having jurisdiction 
as aforesaid, may receive the probate of such will, and 
grant letters of administration with it annexed to the 
person by law entitle thereto. 

XVIII. Whenever asole executor, or the survivor of 
several executors shall die, leaving gouds or estate of 
his testator unadministered; the register having jurisdic- 
tion shall, notwithstanding such executor may have 
made his last will and testament and appointed an exe- 
cutor or executors thereof, grant letters of administra- 
tion ofall such goods and estate, in the same manner as 
if such executor had died without having made any tes- 
tament or last will; and the executor of such deceased 
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executor shall in no case be deemed executor of the fisrt 
xO In all cases where the administration of the es- 
tate of any decedent shall become vacant by reason of 
any decree of the Orphans’ Court, the register having 
‘urisdiction shall, on being certified thereof under the 
seal of the said court, grant new letters in such form as 
the case shall require to the person or persons by law 
entitled thereto. , ; 

XX. No letters of administration shall, in any case, be 

nted upon the estate of any intestate until the expi- 
ration of five days from the day of his decease; nor shall 
any such letters be originally granted upon the estate 
of any decedent after the expiration of twenty-one years 
from the day of his decease; except on the order of the 
Registers’ Court upon due case shewn. 

XXI. Whenever letters of administration are by law 
necessary, the register having jurisdiction sha!l grant 
them, in such form as the case shall require, to the 
widow, if any, of the decedent or to such of his relations 
or kindred as by law may be entitled to the residue of 
his personal estate, or to a share or shares therein after 
the payment of his debts; or he may join with the widow 
in the administration, such relations or kindred; or such 
one or more of them as he shall judge will best adminis- 
ter the estate; preferring always of those so entitled, 
such as are in the nearest degree of consanguinity 
with the decedent; and also, preferring males to fe- 
males; and in case of the refusal or incompetency of 
every such person, to one or more of the principal 
creditors of the decedent applying therefor, or to any 
fit person at his discretion: Provided, that if such dece- 
dent were a married woman, her husband shall be en- 
titled to the administration, in preference to all other 
persons: 4nd provided further, that in all cases of ad- 
ministration with a will annexed, where there is a gene- 
ral residue of the estate bequeathed, the right to ad- 
minister shall belong to those having the right to such 
residue; and the administration in such cases, shall be 
granted by the register to such one or more of them as 
he shall judge will best adminster the estate. 

XXU. Whenever all the executors named in any last 
will and testament, or all the persons entitled as kin- 
dred ta.the administration of any decedent’s estate; shall 
happen to be minors or under the age of twenty-one 
years, the guardians of such persons shall be entitled 
to demand in their right the administration of such de- 
cedent’s estate during the minority of their wards; sub- 
ject nevertheless to be terminated at the instance of any 
of the said wards who shall have arrived at the full age 
of twenty-one years; and if such guardians shall refuse 
the administration or if such minors shall have no guar- 
dians, it shall be lawful for the register to grant admin- 
istration as aforesaid to any fit person or persons at his 
discretion. 

XXIIL. Itshall be the duty of every register upon his 
granting any letters ofadminis‘ration of the goods and 
chattels of any person dying intestate, to take a bond or 
bonds from the person or persons receiving such letters, 
with two or more sufficient sureties, respect being had 
to the value of the estate, in the name of the common- 
wealth, with condition in the following form, viz: 

The condition of this obligation is; That if the above 
bounden A. B. administrator of all and singular the 
goods, chattels and credits of C. D. deceased, do make 
or cause tobe made a true and perfect inventory of all 
and singular the goods, chattels and credits, of the said 
deceased, which have come or shall come to the hands, 
possession or knowledge of him the said A. B. or into 
the hands and possession of any other person or persons 
for him; and the same so made do exhibit or cause to be 
exhited into the register’s office in the county of. 
within forty days from the date hereof; and the same 
goods, chattles and credits and all other the goods, chat- 
tels and credits of the said deceased at the time of his 
death, which at any time after shall come to the hands 
or possession of the said A. B. or into the hands and pos- 





session ofany other person or persons for him, do well & 
truly administer according to law; and further, do make 
or cause to be made a true and just account of his said 
administration within one yéar from the date hereof, and 
all the rest and residue ot the said goods, chattles and 
credits which shall be found remaining upon the said 
administrator’s account, the same being first examined 
and allowed by the Orphans’ Court of the county, hay- 
ing jurisdiction, shall deliver and pay unto such person 
or persons as the said Orphans’ Court, by their decree 
or sentence pursuant to law, shall limit and appoint; 
and shall well and truly comply with the laws of this 
commonwealth, relating to collateral inheritances; and 
if it shall hereafter appear that any last will and testa- 
ment was made by the said deceased, and the same shall 
be proved according to law; ifthe said A. B. being 
thereunto required, do surrender the said letters of ad- 
ministration into the register’s office aforesaid; then this 
obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force. 

Provided, 'That in every case. of special administration, 
the form of the foregoing condition shrl#e modified so 
as to suit the circumstances of such case. 

XXIV. And before issuing any letters of administra- 
tion upon the estate of any person dying intestate, the 
register shall administer to the person and persons re- 
ceiving the same an oath or affirmation in the following 
form, viz. 

You do, &e. that C.D. deceased, died without any 
testament or last will as far as you know and as you 
verily believe; that you will well and truely administer 
all and singular the goods, chattels, rights and credits 
of the said deceased, and pay his debts as far as his 
goods, chattles and credits will extend and the law will 
require you; that you will diligently and faithfully re- 
gard, and well and truly comply with the laws of this 
commonwealth, relating to collateral inheritances; that 
you will make a true and perfect inventory ofall the 
said goods, chattels and credits, as far as you can as- 
certain them, and exhibit the same into this office with- 
in forty days from this day, and of all others which you 
may afterwards discover as soon as conveniently may 
be; and also a just account and settlement thereof in one 
year, or when thereunto legally required. So &c. 

XXV. When objections are made or a caveat is entered 
against the probate of any last will and testament and 
no precept for an issue is directed by the register into 
the Common Pleas as aforesaid; or wh en objections are 
made to the granting of letters of administration to any 
person applying therefor; or when any question of kin- 
| dred or other disputable and difficult matter comes in- 
| to controversy before any register, he shall, at the re- 
| quest of any person interested, appoint a Register’s 
} Court for the decision thereof, to be held ata time cer- 
| tain, and as soon as convenient, at the court house or 

other public place in the respective county, giving con-¢ 
,venient notice of the time and place of holding the 
| same, by citation or otherwise to all concerned, as well 
to the persons interested as to the judges whose assist- 
| ance he shall require; and in the mean time, he shall do 
and receive all proper acts preparatory to the business 
of such court. 

XXVI. In all cases of delay in the granting of letters 
testamentary or of administration, by reason of the ab- 
sence or negligence of those having the right thereto, 
or for any other cause; also in all cases where the safet 
of the estate of a decedent, shall require the interposi- 
tion of the register befure the administration thereof can 
lawfully or conveniently be granted in due course, it 
shall be lawful for the register, having jurisdiction as 
aforesaid, to issue to any fit person or persons letters 
for the collection and preservation of the goods and 
personal estate of such decedent;and for the sale of such 
portions thereof as may be perishable or chargeable, or 
which may become of less value by keeping; subject to 
be revoked upon the granting of letters testamentary, 








s of administration of such estate. 


Provided nevertheless, That no revocation of any let- 
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ters of collection shall prejudice or abate any suit or 
other proceeding which may have been commenced by 
authority of such letters, but the same may be proceed- 
ed in, and perfected by the executor or administrator. 

XXVII. The form of letters of collection shall be as 
follows: 

COUNTY, SS. 

[L. 8.] The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
To all persons to whom these presents shall come, 
greeting: 

Know yethatC. D. late of the county of afore- 
said, had, as it is said, at the time of his decease, per- 
sonal property whereof the administrat.on cannot be im- 
mediately granted, but which if care be not taken there- 
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' thereunto lawfully required, then this obligation to be 
_ void, otherwise of force and effect. 
, XXX. And before issuing any letters of collection as 
aforesaid, the register shall administer an oath or affirm- 
ation in the following form, viz: 
| You do, &c. that you will well and truly discharge 
_ the duties of the office of collector of all and singular 
| the goods, chattels and credits of C. D. deceased, ac- 
cording to the tenor and effect of the letters now grant- 
_ed to you; that you will make a true and perfect inven- 
ory of all the said goods chattels and credits, so far as 
you can ascertain them, and exhibit the same into this 
_ office, within forty days from this day, and of all others, 


_ true and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods, 


/you may afterwards discover, as soon as conyeniently 
of, may be lost or destroyed or become of less value; to | may be, and also that you will make a just account of 
the end therefore, that the same may be preserved for all your actings and doings, in the collection aad pre- 
those who shall appear to have a legal right or interest | servation of the estate of the said C. D. when thereunto 
therein, we do hereby authorise and depute A. B.of lawfully required. So, &c. 

» farmer, (and E. F. of » merchant,) \o col-| XXXI. Every register shall, upon his granting any 
lect and secure the said property, wheresoever, within | letters testamentary or of administation or of collection, 


this commonwealth the same may be, whether it be | issue under the seal of his office, a warrant directed to 


goods, chattels, rights or credits, in all respects proceed. | two discreet persons not relatesi to the executor, ad- 
ing herein according to law, ministrator or collector, nor to the decedent, nor in any 

Attest. G. H. register of said county the———day | way interested in his estate, or the administrator thereof, 
of. A. D. selecting them from the neighbourhood where such 
XXVIII. All letters of collection, granted in the | decedent lived, if his place of residence was witbin the 
manner and form aforesaid, shall be construed to confer | county, and if such can there be found, to appraise the 
upon the persons thereby deputed, full power to collect | goods, chattels and credits of the decedent,made known 
the goods, chattels and personal estate of the dece- | to them or shown to them by the executor, administra- 
dent, and to secure and preserve the same at a reasona- tor or collector, in the form following, viz: 











ble expense; and immediately after appraisement, to | COUNTY, SS. 
sell such portions thereof, as may be perishable or | [L. S.] The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to J. 8. 
chargeable or not to be preserved without prejudice; | end TS. Greeling: 


and to sue out and prosecute all necessary writsand pro-| These are to authorise you, jointly to appraise the 
cess, for the recovery of debts or other personal de- | goods, chattels and credits of C. D. late of —, farmer, 
mands and for the revival of judgments and other Lens | deceased: each of you having first made oath or affirm- 
belonging to the estate; and to do whatever else may be | ation before some person having authority to administer 
necessary to preserve undiminished, the personal es- | the same, in the form hereon indorsed, a certificate 
tate of the decedent: But no such letters shall confer | whereof you are to return to our register of the county 
upon the persons thereby deputed,any authority to in- | aforesaid, together with an inventory of the goods, chat- 
termeddle with the real estate of the decedent, nor | tels and credits of the said C. D. which by you shall be 
impose upon them any liability to be sued as the repre- | appraised, with the value of the items thereof, as you 
sentatives of such decedent; or to answer to any de- | shall arrange and parcel the said estate, set opposite to 
mand by action against such decedent or his estate each respectively. 
whatsoever. | Attest, G. H. register of the said county, this 

XXIX. Every register shall, upon his granting any | day of » A.D. 
letters of collection as aforesaid, take a joint and seve-| XXXII. The register issuing any such warrant shall 
ral bond or bonds from the person and persons receiv- | endorse or cause to be endorsed thereon, an oath or 
ing the same, with two or more sureties, respect being | affirmation in the following form, viz: 
had to the value of tie estate, in the name of the com- I, J. S. &c. that I will well and truly, and without 
monwealth, with a condition in the following form, viz: | prejudice or partiality, value and appraise the goods, 

“ The condition of this obligation is, that if the above | chattels and credits of C. D. late of , farmer, 
bounden A. B. collector of the goods, chattels and cre- | deceased, so far as they shall come to my sight or know- 
dits of C. D. deceased, do make or cause to be made a | ledge, and will in all respects perform my duty of ap- 

praiser to the best of my skill and judgment. 

chattels and credits of the said C. D. at the time of his} XXXIII. In case of the death, refusal or neglect of 
decease, which have come or shall come to the hands, | any appraiser to act, the register shall forthwith substi- 
possession or knowledge of him the said A. B. or into | tute another in his place. 
the hands and. possession of any other person or persons| XXXIV. If any register shall grant letters testament- 
for him; and the same do exhibit or cause to be exhibit- | ary to any person not being an inhabitant of this com- 
ed into the office of the register of the county of , | monwealth, or shall grant any letters of administration, 
within forty days from the date hereof; the hands and | or letters of collection to any person or persons whatso- 
possession of any other person or persons and the ever, without having, in either case, taken a bond and 
same do well and faithfully collect and preserve, ac- | sureties in the manner hereinbefore prescribed, such 
cording to the tenor and effect of the letters of col-| letters shall be void, and every person acting under 
lection now granted to him; and shall deliver over, on | them shall be deemed and may be sued and in all re- 
the requisition of the register of said county, to the per- | spects treated as an executor of his own wrong; and 
son and persons who shall, at any time hereafter, be | the register granting the same and his sureties shall be 
duly authorised by letters testamentary or of adminis- | liable to pay all damages which shall accrue to any per- 
tration to receive them, all the said goods, chattels, credits | son by reason thereof. 
and the proceeds thereof, except such as shall be law-)| XXXV. All bonds taken by any register in pursnance 
fully disposed of, and allowed by the Orphans’ Court | of this act from any executor, administrator or collector 
having jurisdiction; and further shall make a true and | may be excepted to, before such register by any person 
just account of all bis actings and doings in the premi- | interested, both in respect of the sufficiency of the sure- 
ses, within one year from the date hereof, and within | ties therein, and of the sum in which they may be bound. 
thirty days after the termination of his office and duty as | And whenever any such exception shall be so made to 
collector, duly notified to him as aforesaid, and when | any such bond, the register shall give notice thereof to 
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the executor, administrator, or collector, and require 

him to appear before him in 4 reasonable time, not ex- 








| the several registers, appeals may be taken to a Regis- 


| ter’s Court of the respective county, to be appointed 
cecding ten days, and show cause against the allowance | and called by the respective register in the manner pre- 


of such exception; and if, upon the hearing of the ob-| scribed by thisact: /’rovided, that such appeals be made 
jections of all persons imterested, and of such executor, | witiin the term of three years. 

administrator or collector, or of such of them as shall XXXIX. It shall be the duty of every register to 
appear, such register shall see cause, he shall order | make, and certify under the seal ef his office, true co- 
such executor, administrator or collector to find addi-| pies of all bonds, inventories, acting and proceedings 
tional sureties, or to give security in a larger amount, | whatsoever, remaining in his office, being thereunto 
as the case may require; and if such executor, admin- | required by any person having an interest therein, and 
istrator or collector shall refuse to comply with such to deliver the same within a reasonable time, to such 


order, or if he shall neglect so to do, during the space | person applying therefor, on receiving the fee allowed 
of thirty days after the making thereof, the register | to him by law for such copy or copies; and if any re- 
shall revoke the letters granted to him, and grant other | gister shall refuse, after the tender of his lawful fees, to 
letters, in such form as the case shail requirc, to the | make or deliver such copy or copies as aforesaid, he 
persons by law next entitled thereto; they giving to| shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in office. 
such register the security by him ordered as aforesaid. XL. Whenever any receipt given by the treasurer of 
Provided, That no such exception shall be so made, or | any county, for monies paid to him, by any executor or 
proceedings thereon be had before the register, after | administrator for the use of the commonwealth, undér 
one year elapsed trom the time of the filing ofa full and | the provisions of the laws relating to collateral inherit- 
erfect inventory by such executor, administrator or col- | ances, shall be lodged by such executor or administra- 
coe of the whole of the estate in question. tor with the register having jurisdiction of his account, 
XXXVI. Every register, before he shall allow the ac- | such register shall, without delay, record such receipt 
counts of any executor or administrator, shall carefully | and immediately thereupon transmit the same, to the 
examine the same and require the preduction of the | auditor general of this commonwealth. 
necessary vouchers, and evidence of the several items} XI.1. Every register shall annually, in the month of 
contained in it, except for small sums claimed as ex-| September, account for under oath or affirmation to the 
penses. The executor or administrator may from time } auditor general, and pay into the treasury of this com- 
to time, if so required by persons interested, make par- | monwealth, all monies which may have been received 
tial settlements, including the whole course of his ad-| by him for the use of the commowealth, during the year 
ministration, te the time of rendering such partial ac- | immediately preceding the first day of the said month; 
counts; and if there shall be more than one such partial | deducting therefrom such sum only as shall be allowed 
account, the balance, whether of credit or debit in the | to him by law, for receiving and paying the same. 
antecedent account, shall be carried into the next ac-| XLII. Every register shall annually, in the month of 
count, so that the progressive liquidation and disposition | October, render an account under oath or affirmation 
of the estate shall fully appear: the final account shall | to the auditor general, of all fees which shall have been 
exhibit the aggregate of the entire administration of | received by him, or by any person employed by bim, for 
such executor or administrator: and if the accountant | official acts and services performed in his office, and 
shall be a collector or guardian, the register shall pro- | whenever the amount thereof, as allowed by the auditor 
ceed in like manner as far as the circumstances ef the | general, shall exceed the sum of fifteen hundred dol- 
case shall admit: and to every account shall be sub- | lars, he shall pay one half of the excess into the trea- 
joined the oath or affirmation of the accountant, subscri- | sury of the commonwealth. 
bed by him, that such account is just and true, both as} XLII. On the probate of any will and the granting of 
respects the items of charge and of discharge. letters testamentary thereon; also on the granting of any 
XXXVII. Every register having allowed and filed | letters of administration or of collection, every register 
any account in his office, shall prepare and present aj shall demand and receive for the use of the common- 
ceitified copy thereof to the Orphans’ Court of the re- } wealth, in each case the sum of fifty cents. 
spective county, at its next stated meeting, being not; XLIV. The fees to be received by the several regis- 
less than thirty days distant from the time of such filing | ters, shal] be as follows, viz: for, the probate ofa will 
and allewance; of all which he shall give notice to all | and letters testamentary thereon, one dollar; for regis- 
persons concerned, in the following manner, viz: ,by an | tering the same, for every ten words, one cent; for let- 
advertisement, enumerating all the accounts to beepre- | ters of administration or of collection, seventy five cents; 
sented at any one time to the said court, in at least two} for bonds taken of executors, administrators or collect- 
newspapers, if there be two, published in the respect- | ors, one dollar and fifty cents, for appointing appraisers 
ive county, or if there be but one newspaper published | issuing a warrant to them and endorsing the form of the 
in such county, then in that one, at least once a week | appraisers oath, seventy five cents; for filing and enter- 
during the four weeks immediately preceding the meet- | ing the renunciation of an executor or administrator, 
ing of the court at which such account shall be pre-| fifty cents; for annexing a will for every ten words oné 
sented; setting forth in substance, that the accountants | cent; for issuing a citation or attachment with seal, fifty 
(naming them and the character in which they respect- | cents; for entering a caveat, twenty five cents; for issu- 
ively act) have settled their accounts in the office of the | ing a commission to take the testimony of witnesses, 
said register, and that the same will be presented to | seventy five cents; for issuing a precept for an issue, 
the Orphan’s Court for confirmation at a certain time thirty seven and a half cents; for administering an oath 
and place (mentioning the same); and also, by setting | or affirmation six cents; for filing a list of articles ap- 
up conspicuously in his office, and in at Jeast six other | praised, twenty five cents; for filing a list of articles 
of the most public places in the county, at least four | sold at vendue, twenty five cents; for examining, pass- 
weeks before the time appointed for the presentation of | ing and filing the account of an executor, administrator 
such accounts as aforesaid, fairly written or printed co- | or collector, two dollars and fifty cents: for advertising 
pies of such advertisement; and the actual expense of | executors’, administrators’ or collectors’ accounts, two 
such advertisement according to the usual rates of ad-| dollars; for advertising guardians’ accounts, one dollar; 
vertising in such newspapers, and of the setting up of | for every copy if demanded, ef such account not ex- 
such notices, shall be divided among all the accounts | ceeding seventy five items, with certificates and seal, 
presented at the same court; and the proper proportion | one dollar; and forevery additional item one cent; for 
thereof only shall be charged in any of the said accounts, | entering exceptions to an executor’s, administrator’s or 
and allowed to the register as the cest of such adver- | colleetor’s bond, and hearing the same, fifty cents; for 
tisement and nolices. holding Register’s Court per day two dollars; for every 


XXXVIII. From all the judicial acts and decisions of | search where no other service is performed, for which 
Vor. VII. 22 
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fees are allowed, twenty cents; for certificate and seal, 
fifty cents; for the copy of any bond filed in his office, 
fifty cents; for commissions on taxes received by him, 
for the use of the commonwealth, on proceedingsin his 
office, three cents on every doll: Provided, that in all 
cases, where the value of the whole estate of the de- 
cedent, shall not exceed the sum of two hundred and 
fifty dollars, the register shall receive in lieu of all fees 
for official acts herein before specified, the sum of two 
dollars and no more. 

XLV. Whenever any proceedings before a register 
or a Register’s Court shall be wholly ended and the fees 
and costs accrued thereon shall remain, during the 
space of thirty days thereafter, due and unpaid, such 
register may file a bill thereof under his hand and the 
seal of his office in the Court of Common Pleas of the 
county and upon the docketing thereof an execution 
may be issued in the name of the commonwealth to 
levy the amount of the said bill, in like manner as exe- 
cutions may issue to levy costs accrued in the courts of 
common law; and subject in Lke manner to control 
and taxation by the said court. 

XLVI. The register of wills and the judges of the 
Court of Common Pleas of any county or any two of 
the said judges shallcompose and hold, from time to 
time as occasion may require, the Register’s Court of 
such county, and when convened according to law, 
shall have alland singular the powers and jurisdiction 
belonging to such courts; & may and shall doall such ju- 
dicial acts in all matters lawfully brought before them 
as belong and of right ought to belong to the office of 
said register—And it shall be the duty of such register 
to keep a record of the proceedings of such .courts in a 
book to be provided by him for the purpose, with a suf- 
ficient index thereto; which book shall remain in the 
register’s office. 

XLVII. The testimony of all witnesses examined in 
any cause litigated before any Register’s Court shall be 
taken in writing and made a part of the proceedings 
therein; upon which testimony the court, having juris- 
diction of such cases by appeal, may affirm, reverse, al- 
ter or modify the decree of the Register’s Court. 

XLVI Whenevera dispute upon a matter of fact 
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For the Register of Pennsylvania. 


THE ALCHEMIST. 
No. X. 


It is not in the hermit’s cell, 

That peace of mind and wisdom dwell; 
Nor in gay fashien’s giddy round, 

That true society is found. 

When the first of our race was formed, his creator de- 
clared it ‘‘net good that the man should be alone;” 
which was equivalent to saying, that the intelligent 
creature then breuglit into existence, was so constituted 
as to be capable of deriving pleasure from intercourse 
with other rational beings, and required society to give 
scope for the perfect exercise of his faculties. The dis- 
position to associate for tie purpose of combining the 
efforts of individuals, in order to the accomplishment 
of difficult enterprises, has manifested itself in all past 
times, and has led in successive ages, to greater and 
greater attainments. This is a natural result of rea- 
son, for human sagacity could not fail to discover 
the advantages to be derived from union of forces; but 
policy is not the only motive to association. Man feels 
that solitude is not a state congenial to his nature, and 
he is irresistibly drawn towards others of his species, by 
powerful attractions. ‘The very sight of his fellow men 
is grateful to him, and their speech sweet music, when 
he has experienced the loneliness of protracted seclu- 
sion; and, though but a little while separated from his 
associates, he returns to society as eagerly as to his 
food, sensible that it is one of his indispensable wants. 

It is true that some instances have been noticed, of 
individuals retiring from the world and shunning the 
face of men; but they are the exceptions to a law almost 
universal, and we are at no loss to assign the causes of 


arises before any Register’s Court, the said court shall, | their misanthropy. They are envied by none; for it is 
at the request of either party, direct a »recept for an | 


issue to the Court of Commom Pleas of the county for 
the trial thereof, in the form hereinbefore prescribed 
for the direction of registers, changing such parts there- 
of as should be changed according to the circumstances 
of the case; and the facts established by the verdict re- 
turned shall not be re-examined on any appeal. 

XLIX. Any party aggrieved by the final sentence or 


decree of any Register’s Court, or his legal representa- | 


tives, in any case where the sum, mentic +d in such 
sentence or decree or the sum or matter in controversy 
shall exceed one hundred and fifty dollars in value, may 
appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court; but no appeal 
from any decree of such court concerning the validity 
of a will or the right to administer shall suspend the 
power or prejudice the acts of any administrator; nor of 
any executor who shall have given sufficient security te 
the register for the faithful administration of his trust: — 
And in case of the refusal of such executor to give such 
security, the said register shall grant letters of adminis- 
tration during the dispute which shall suspend the pow- 
er of such executor during that time. 

Provided always, that such appeal be made within the 
term of one year from the time of pronouncing such final 
sentence or decree. 


The Governor of Pennsylvania has appointed Samuel 
Meredith, Esq. Attorney at Law in the city of New 
York, a Commissioner to administer oaths, and take de- 


well known that sadness, disappointment, and often self 
reproach and mortified pride, mingle in the disgust 
which has banished them fromthe ‘“‘cheerful haunts of 
men.” The joy of others is painful to their morbid 
sensibility, as the light of day is to the diseased eye. 

It is true too, that sages have found charms in the 
face of solitude: but the real subject of their praise has 
been the “short retirement” that “urges sweet return,” 
not permanent seclusion; and, however writers may 
speculate in theiridle hours, the great mass of mankind 
will cordially join in the sentiment, which the poet has 
attributed to Alexander Selkirk, in his solitary domin- 
ions. 


“Rather dwell in the midst of alarms, 
Than reign in this horrible place.” 

To such as are engrossed by the active bustle of life, 
the necessary meetings of competitors in the pursuit of 
wealth or ambition, furnish means of gratifying this in- 
clination, to so great an extent that it might be suppos- 
ed almost sufficient to produce satiety and a desire for 
retirement; but as itis found less irksome to labour in 
company with others, so recreation after toil, is usually 
sought in the society of kindred minds, In this coun- 


positions in relation to causes pending in the courts of try, a great majority of the people are engaged 


Pennsylvania, and to take the acknowledgment and | 
proof of deeds, mortgages, or conveyances to be record- 
ed in, or of any instrument under seal to be used in said 
state. —Daily Advertiser. 





in business and feel the necessity of cheerful relaxa- 
tion, to repair the waste of care and toil. The class 
whose business is amusement, is happily, not large, but 
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even among us such a class exists and to them company | Does there not then exist in this enlightened cem- 
is essential, to enable them to bear the tedium of life. — | munity, much talent, information, elegance, taste and 
There is yeta third class to be found, whose objectin refinement’ Yes, there does, unquestionably; but we 
| do not find it displayed in the gay drawing room. How 
merriment, and to derive, from the countenance of evil | do our young men of talent and cultivation appear at 
companions, hardihood in vice. Thus, whether to re- | mixed assemblies in the company of the other sex? I 
store elasticity to the spirits, or to relieve from ennui,for | may answer—frivolous, if they have more yanity than 
to enjoy temporary illusion, company is sought by men | pride; awkward, if the reverse be the case: for there 
of widely different characters and in various circum- | seems to be an impression that ladies must be entertain- 
stances; and the aspects presented by their assemblies | ed with nonsense, and he who will not condescend to 
are, in consequence, extremely diversified, according | play the fool, of course remains silent. I have heard 


to the tastes or habits which predominate in particular | young ladies complain of this, and I have frequently 
. seen young men of sense, make themselves exceeding - 








associating is to drown the voice of conscience in noisy 





ranks and circles. 

The varieties in modes of social intercourse, are co- ly ridicufous, in attempting to imitate the absurdities of 
extensive with the distinctive peculiarities of the many | coxcombs. What, however, shall we say of our fair 
classes, into which men are divided; and would furnish | #8ters? Do they appear to advantage in mixed society? 


° ; ‘ eo, 
subjects for several volumes, instead of a single brief 
essay. Ishall, therefore, not attempt at present even 
a general view ofall the forms of society, but confine 


my attention to one of the most usual. 
In our comparatively quiet and rational city, public | 


amusements are little resorted to by the more refined 
part of the inhabitants. Indeed, they are, with the ex- 
ception of musical entertainments, in great measure 
abandoned to strangers and to the vulgar. This is ow- 
ing, partly to the great want of attraction in the exhi- 
bitions which some years ago were much in favour; part- 
ly to improvement in taste; and partly, perhaps princi- 
pally, to the increased number of evening parties at 
private houses. These offer many advantages, particu: | 
larly in the selection of associates, and certainly might 
be made occasions of rational entertainment and even of 
benefit. 

It is delightful to think of meeting with friends and | 
agreeable acquaintance, of conversing with the intelli: 
gent and well informed, upon topics of general interest, 
and participating in innocent amusements, rendered more 
pleasing by the accomplishments of the highly cultiva- 
ted, by the graceful elegance of the polite, and the ex- 
hilaration of universal good humour. This would be the | 
description of a party of pleasure, in society possessing | 
not merely the pretension to superior refinement, but | 
the reality also; and ifsuch were actually the enjoy: | 
ments to be met with in these assemblies, they would | 
be more sought by persons gifted with genius or dis- 
tinguished by their acquirements, That a very differ- 
ent appearance is presented on these occasions, need 
scarcely be afirmed. Itis notorious that neither the 
entertainers nor the invited, have any expectation of | 
genuine enjoyment, when issuing or accepting cards of | 
invitation. The tea-party or ball is given, because the 
lady of the mansion must return the civilities of others; 
and her guests attend, because they must keep them- 
selves in view or be forgotten by the world. The few 
who really enjoy these things, are, chiefly, young ladies 
just “come vu,” full of flattering hopes of creating a 
great sensation. In the second winter of their career, 
they are often wearied or disgusted with the insipidity, 
the utter inanity of these vain shows. 

“The toiling plearure sickens into pain; 


And, even while fashion’s brightest arts decoy, 
The heart distrusting asks, if this be joy?” 





I should say, they certainly do not: when arrayed in 
the fantastic costume now in vogue, they seem to have 
put ona disguise which conceals many of their most 
charming qualities, and to be content to seem all outside 
glitter and vanity. Why is this? we shall be at no loss 
to tell, if we only inquire, what is the predominant in- 
fluence, the ruling spirit, in the gay circles. There is 
a demon, not less than the spirit of party in the political 
world, a foe to all excellence native or acquired; an 
universal leveller, indefatigable in contriving and exe- 
cuting schemes for bringing down whatever would rise 
abeve mediocrity in intelligence, taste or refinement. 
A senseless multitude bow their necks to her dominion, 
and dazzled with the glitter of her adornments, discern 
not thather thoughts are low and ignoble, and that in 
yielding to her fascinations they are surrendering their 
independence. No despot is more arbitrary, capricious 
or unreasonable, than Fashion. None demands mere 
abject prostration from servile adorers; and none spurns 
with more unfeeling contempt, those who have wasted 
their best days in a vain idolatry, 

Strange, that the polished classes of this country, 
where independence of thought and feeling have so 
much prevailed, will continue to serve a false goddess 
of foreign and barbarous lands; but so it is, and much 
that is beautiful and worthy of admiration, is excluded 
from circles claiming the character of refinement, or at 
least is forced to conceal itself under the guise of fol- 
ly. Could there not be found a sufficient number to 
declare independence; to forma circle of intellectual 
persons and substitute conversation for unmeaning prat- 
tle, graceful manners for outward adornings, the anima- 
tion of intelligence for the excitement of stimulants, and 
varied information for multiplied yarieties of confec- 


tionery. a 


We witnessed at the first Baptist Church in Spruce 
street, on Wednesday afternoon last, the installation, or 
recognition of the Reverend Gipron B. Perry, as Pas- 
tor of that Church. A very appropriate and impressive 
sermon was delivered by the Rev, John KR. Dodge, after 
which the salutation and right hand of fellowship were 
given, by the Rev. William E. Ashton, on which occa- 
sion he addressed the Pastor in avery pathetic and 
eloquent manner. An ordination of four Deacons of 
the Church immediately after, rendered the whole a 
very beautiful and imposing spectacle, a number of the 
Baptist Clergy were present, the audience were numer- 
ous and highly respectable.--Daily Advertiser. 
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QF In the City there were 32 deaf and dumb under 14 years of age. 


between 14 and 25 years of age. 
upwards of 25 years of age. 


Total, 


in the Northern Liberties there are 7 under 14 years of age. 
2 between 14 and 25 years of age. 


in Kensington there are 2 under 14, and 3 between 14 and 25 years of age. 


Total, 
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94—viz. 77 in Cedar Ward (which embraces the Asylum), 4 in High Street 


Ward, 2 in Locust Ward, 2 in Lower Delaware, 1 in Middle Ward, 2 in North Ward, 2 in North Mulberry, 1 
in Pine, 2 in South Ward, and one in Walnut. 


3 upwards of 25 years of age. 


; 2—viz. 1 in First Ward, 2 in Fifth, 4 in Sixth, and 2 in Seventh. 
In Spring Garden there are 2 under 14, and 1 under 25 years of age. 


In East Southwark there are 2 between 14 and 25 vears of age. 
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In Passvunk there are 2 between 14 and 15, and 1 above 26 years of age. 
in the rest of the County there are 2 under 14, 4 between 14 and 25, and 3 between 25 and 30 years of age. 
Making together, 44 under 14 years of age. 
66 between 14 and 25 years of age. 


14 above 25 years of age. 
(CP In the City and eine Gare are 54 blind persons. 






































‘ White Ma W. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total. 
Wiliecvishn sess cage AMES 37,619 70,650 Total Whites, ....83,536 89,809 173,345 
Districts,. ........0++..38,047 39,677 77,724 | Coloured and Slaves,....6,796 8,820 15,616 

71,078 77,296 148,374 |» 90,332 98,629 *188,961 
Rest of the County,....12,458 12,513. 24,971 
* Including 4,179 aliens. 
83,536 89,809 173,345 
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RELIEF OF THE POOR. 
District or Sourmwark. 

The Committee, appointed for the relief of the suf- 
fering Poor of the District of Southwark, having just 
finished their labours after four weeks unceasing atten- 
tion, consider it a duty which they owe to their fellow 
citizens, to inform them how they have performed this 
important trust. Constituting a part of the General 
Committee of the City and Liberties at their first for- 
mation, it was deemed adviseabie, and agreed to by this 
committee, that they should take charge of their own 
Poor, and administer to them the requisite relief in the 
manner they might think best. ‘Ihe primary object 
which engaged their attention was to devise a plan best 
calculated to promote the end in view. The following 
one presented itself to be the most eligible, and was 
therefore adopted:—The District was divided into eight 
sections, to each of which was appointed a sub-com- 
mittee, residents in the same, whose duty it was to make 
pecuniary collections, and also visitations to the poor 
therein, who were deserving of relief. Each commit- 
tee, having a superintendence over their own section, 
received their proportion of orders for wood, and tickets 
issued for soup. ‘They were authorized to furnish 
groceries, and other articles proper for the sick and | 
others, who, in their opinion, might require them. | 
Your Committee met daily at the Commissioners’ Hall, 
to transact the various matters connected with their | 
duties; and a part of them was always assisting at the 
distribution of bread and soup. This is an outline of 
the plan, which the committee pronounce to be a good | 
one from the effects resulting from its execution. One | 
of its advantages has been to enable them to discrimi- | 
nate ketween poverty, occasioned by idleness, intempe: 
rance, and the corrupt habits of vice, and that descrip- | 
tion of poor, whose wants require only to be known to | 
secure relief In our populous cities there is always to 
be found a class of poor possessing virtuous principles 
and industrious habits, who, with great care, industry | 
and frugality, are enabled to lay up a stock for common | 
winters, which they know must come, but when they | 
have to encounter such a winter as we have just ex- | 
perienced, their little stores become exhausted, and be- 
ing deprived of work, and without the means of allaying | 
hunger or procuring fuel, they suffer without complaint. | 
Impressed with the sentiment implanted in every bosom, | 
before corrupted by vicious conduct, that their bread | 
should be earned by their own labour, they shrink from | 
soliciting charity and making their distress known, be- | 
lieving the communication of such knowledge associates 
the idea that their poverty was the offspring of miscon- 
duct. The habitations of such, and like characters, 
were sought for and found, and the aid afforded to 


them was always received with the offering of the virtu- | 
ous poor—a thankful heart. Relief, in many cases, was | 


RELIEF OF THE POOR OF SOUTHWARK. 
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and 35 cents. Out of this money 156 cords of wood, 
including wharfage and cartage, were purchased; 18 
cords were received from the City Committee; two 
barrels of flour were daily made up into bread, making 
the number of loaves issued 11,010; 654 loaves were 
received from the city, amounting, in the whole, to 
11,664 distributed; 4,321 pounds ot beef for the soup. 
The whole number of pints of soup issued was 46,200, 
Besides groceries and such articles which were furnished 
by a member of the committee to such poor as required 
them. The soup establisiment was under the super- 
intendence of Mr. William Kelley, a member of the 
committee, to whom too much praise cannot be given 
for his gratuitous and laborious services, in keeping 
this fountain open and its streams running from which 
about 1600 poor were daily supplied with nourishing 
food. About 200 gallons of soup were daily issued. 

‘The committee tender their thanks to the Rev. Messrs. 
Mead, Roach, Ashton, Hoover and Russell, and their 
congregations for the prompt and liberal contributions 
received from them, at a moment when their funds were 
nearly exhausted, and which enabled them to continue 
their soup operations for several days longer. 

The Committee cannot conclude this address without 
offering their thanks to our estimable fellow citizen 
Matthew Carey, Esquire, Chairman of the General 
Committee of Superintendence, for his zealous and 
uniform attention in promoting the means for alleviating 








| the distresses of the Poor of the District of Southwark. 


Samuel Paynter, Esq. in account with the Southwark 
Poor Committee 


Dr, 

To cash received from Corporation of 
Southwark, : ; fe ; - $300 00 
Chas. Penrose, Esq. late Treasurer, 150 99 
Churches in Southwark, 132 36 
City Committee, : ‘ 760 00 








$1,343 35 





Cr. 

By cash paid, orders for beef, &c. ; 343 89 
bread, : ‘ é . , 243 18 
wood, : j . 713 24 
groceries,&c.  . : . . 43 04 

$1,343 35 


By order of the Committee, 


RICHARD RENSHAW, Chairman. 
Attest—Wittiam L. Norton, Sec’ry. 








PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


Tuxspay, March Ist. 
Setect Counctt.—The following communication 


extended to individuals who had witnessed in their own | from Messrs. Nrxon and Wittiams, and the Commis- 
lives, the transitions from a state of competency and com- | sioners of Spring Garden, were received and were re- 


fort to one of poverty and distress. 
of those who had basked in the sunshine of prosperity, 


were now thankful to receive a little charity from the 
hand of benevolence. In one case, a member of this 
committee gave an order for a quarter of a cord of wood 
to a female, who had been brought up in affluence, and 
into whose lap, in her juvenile days, her father had 
lavishly thrown monies to dispose of as she pleased. 
Such vicissitudes in life proceed from various causes, 
improper indulgencies in youth—improvidence in pa- 
rents—imprudent marriages; but the predominant cause 
of poverty and distress could be traced to intemperance. 

With the pecuniary means placed in the hands of the 
committee, they trust the following statement will satisfy 
their fellow citizens, that they have been managed with 
care, economy and discrimination. From the treasu- 
rer’s account, below, it will appear that the whole sum 
received was thirteen hundred and forty three dellars 


Instances occurred | ferred to the Committee relatiy 
| around the 
and had administered to the wants of others, and who | 


| 


e to making a Canal 
Western abutment of the Permanent Bridge: 
March 1, 1831. 
Dear Sir:—I understand that the City Councils in- 
| tend this evening, to consider the report of their com- 
mittee in relation to the Canal round the Permanent 
Bridge. The owners of property and those residing 
above Market street, are deeply interested in this mat- 
| ter, and belieye that much information on the subject 
may be obtained if their decision is postponed for a 
week or ten days. Should this delay be granted, the 
bill before the Senate shall not be brought forward be- 
fore the day upon which Councils shall fix, for the final 
disposal of the question, 
Very resp’y your ob’t servants, 
H. NIXON, 


H. J. WILLIAMS 
J. M. Scort, Esqr. 


President Select Council. 


1831.] 





Serine Ganpen, March 1, 1831. 
To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila- 
delphia. 

The commissioners of the District of Spring Garden 
understanding that the Bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives incorporating a company to cuta canal round 
the western abutment of the Permanent Bridge, had 
been referred by Councils, to a committee to examine 
and make report upon the propriety of its construction, 
appointed the subscribers, to confer with that commit- 
tee on this subject. Accident has prevented the meet- 
ing of the Committee: and the purpose which the Com- 
missioners had in view has therefore entirely failed. 

As this is matter of deep interest to the District they 
represent, the subscribers respectfully request to be al- 
lowed to lay before that Committee or some other, 
their views and wishes in relation to this project before 
the final determination of Councils, with expressing a 
firm determination to take no step which will endan- 
ger the safety or usefulness of the Permanent Bridge. 

JN. L. WOLF, 
' JOHN M. OGDEN, 
JOS. R. BOLTON, 
Committee. 

The report and resolution made by Mr. Duans, at 
the last meeting of Councils, were postponed until the 
next stated meeting of Councils. 

Mr. Duane offered an ordinance relative to Writs’ 
Lreacy, which was ordered to be printed. 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Jonnson presented a 
petition, praying that Hunter street be paved, which 
was referred to Paving Committee. 

Mr. Kwneass, as Chairman of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, made the following report: 

The Committee of Accounts, having examined the 
various accounts of the City Treasurer, find them cor- 
rect, and a balance in the Pennsylvania Bank according 
tothe Bank book, of one hundred and sixteen thousand 
eight huadred and forty one dollars and ninety-three 
cents, to the Ist of Jan. 1851, and Dr. Franklin’s ac- 
count, a balance in Bank, according to the Bank book, 
of four hundred and sixty dollars and fifty-one cents; 
and John Scott’s account, a balance in Bank, according 
to the Bank book, of two hundred and ninety-six dollars 
and thirty-seven cents, up to the Ist Jan. 1831. All 
which we most respectfully submit. 

Mr. Israxt offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resulved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Presidents of the respective bodies be requested to 
address a letter to the Senators from this City at Harris- 
burg, informing them that Councils have now under 
consideration a bill for constructing a canal around the 
western abutment of the Schuylkill Permanent Bridge, 
on which they respectfully desire the Senate to suspend 
any further proceedings, until after the next stated 
night of meeting of Councils, Thursday the 10th inst.— 
Phil. Gazette. 


BLAIRSVILLE. 


The unfavourable predictions of those who were under 
the impression that the prosperity of Blairsville, (which, 
since the commencement of the Pennsylvania Canal, 
has in this State been almost unparalleled, ) would, after 
its completion, cease, we are happy to state, are not 
likely to be verified. The fact is, from the very na- 
ture of things, such a circumstance is impossible. Na- 
ture as wellas art has done much for the place. They 
have given her advantages, which, at the present time, 
are but partially enjoyed, and which mus/, eventually, 
place her amongst the most populous marts, in the 
state. It is true her advancement, in the last, has not 
been as rapid as that in the two preceding years, yet, 
nevertheless, her march has been and will continue to 
be onward. During the past season, several fine brick 
and frame buildings were erected. Amongst the latter 


FINE MUTTON. 
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isa commodious house of worship. This makes the 
fifth which has been erected, by the citizens of this 
place, within the last two years, The others are of 
brick, and in their architecture much ta8te is displayed. 
A brewery went into operation a short time since, from 
which our citizens have been supplied with deer, little 
if any inferior tothat which is manufactured in Pitts- 
burgh. Proposals have been issued for the erection of 
a Market House. This isaconvenience, the want of 
which we have much felt; and we are happy to find 
that arrangements are making to carry into effect a mea- 
sure which will add so much to the comfort of our citi- 
zens and the great and increasing number of those who 
make this place a market for their produce, It also 
gives us pleasure to state that our enterprising and pub- 
lic spirited townsman, Maj. Mark Graham, contem- 
plates putting shortly in operation a Steam Mill—a de- 
sideratum most devoutly to be wished, The agricul- 
turists, in this section of the country, have, in the dry 
seasons, particularly, laboured undera serious inconve- 
nience for the want of an establishment of this kind.— 
rhey have been under the necessity, at times, of taking 
their grain fifteen and even twenty miles to be ground. 
But, in addition to what has been stated, there are oth- 
er circumstances which can be mentioned that exhibit 
as fully the prosperity of the place and the inducement 
which is offered to farmerata distance. We know not 
of a single tenement, at the presenttime, with the words 
“To Let” upon it; and were there more houses, they 
would be occupied. Produce is frequently brought to 
this market from a distance of between twenty and 
thirty miles, and disposed of upon terms advantageous 
both to buyer and seller, Facts like those are sure in- 
dications of prosperity; and speak volumes in favour of 
the advantages of a place, a development of whose re- 
sources is alone suflicient to render her advancement 
equal to the anticipations of the most sanguine.— Cone- 
maugh Republican. 


——————S 


FINE MUTTON AND BEEF, 

Two weceks ago we noticed the fine show mutton 
prepared for the 22d February. On that morning it 
was exhibited at the different stalls atthe market house 
in the Borough, and was all sold, we understand, at 
liseral prices. 

We doubt whether so extensive a lot of fatsheep was 
ever before exhibited at one time, fatted in one county, 
in the state of Pennsylvania, and of course, in the Union. 
The following are the ascertained weights: 











Seven by Francis Hick-| Five by Jesse Mercer. 
man, of do. 
of Thornbury. 1374 
Ibs. 1343 1114 
133 1234 
1144 93 
140 106 
1234 —— 
1204 572 





105 | 





870 
Sixteeen by John Bradly | Four by Joseph Gheen of 
of Willistown. Goshen. 
105 125 
1084 121 1133 
1234 110 | 112 
1053 123 103 
a54° “115 

121 —_—_— 
— 128 

124 





It will be seen that inthe list of Mr. Bradley there are 
4 blanks. These were doubtless the heaviest sheep in 
the flock, but as some doubt existed as to their precise 
weight, we have not thought it proper to insert them as 
reported, 


PAGINATION INCORRECT 
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it will be understood, abroad, we presume, that the | Pity but that they should have fed him a bushel ortwo 
weights were those of the carcase dressed. At the same | more, so as to have brought him up to 2000.— Vil. Rec 
time some excellent mutton was disposed of by Mr. 1. ? : 
J. Bennett, and also the fine fatox of Jesse M'Call, Esq. In Philadelphia also we had on Saturday last an exhi- 
which weighed 11254,the beef being remarkably tender. | bition of fine Beef und Mutton. The nett weights of 3 

The Saturday preceding there were slaughtered in} Steers and 1 Heifer fatted by George Sheaff, Esq of 
Philadelphia by Mr. Fow, ten sheep fed by Mr. John | White Marsh township, Montgomery county, and kill- 





James of East Bradford—of the following weights: ed by Messrs. David Woelpper and Sons, were as fo!- 
153 108 lows— 
742 | 1254 1513—Steer 5 years old. 
1414 1134 1454—do. " do. 
1354 125 1388—do. do. 
121 —— 1371—Heifer. 
117 12824 cee 

Will the American Farmer editor please two tell us if 5723 Ibs. average 1434 Ibs. 
they have any thing on record to surpass this. 20 or 30 fine fat sheep were also sold by Mr. Adam 


Mr. James sold his at 10 cents a pound—the 10 of} Miller; we have not obtained the weights. 
course yielded him $128 20—or 12 80 a piece on the 





average. The skins with the wooland loose or interior [Communieated.] 

fat would be worth from 5,50 to 4—making the real Lancaster, Jan. 31, 1831. 
value of the sheep something more than 16 dollars Dear Sir—At the commencement of the present year 
each, not allowing expense of slaughtering. I purchased an Almanac; and, having examined the as- 


Mr. Bradley was offered for the skins and wool of his | tronomical calculations, I marked as follows: 
$3 40 all round—he asked 4. ‘The person told him to 9th and 10th, rain or snow; 14th and 15th, rain or 
bring them to him and he would give him the highest | snow; 22d, snow; 26th, snow orrain; 29th, snow; Sist, 
price inthe market. He probably obtained $3 874 | rain and snow. - , 

We are glad to see the attention our farmersare pay-{ You will see therefore by reference, that all proved 
ing to feeding sheep. The raising an abundance of} correct but the 26th. By examining the marks or signs 
mutton and wool is connected with the industry and | placed opposite the 26th, you have the sign of con- 
prosperity of the country. junction, and that of Mercury. The properties of Mer- 

We enquired the mode of feeding, and learned from | cury are dry and warm, and asthe thermometer raised 
Mr. James, (the whole of whose statement was kindly | on that day seven degrees, I say this also proves the 
given at our request,) that his sheep after being well) theory of the conjunction, &c. to be correct. 1 refer 
kept over the last winter, were in good pasture the | you to the Columbian Almanac, and Pennsylvania Al- 
past summer until after harvest, when he began to give | manac. It only requires a little attention to understand 
them grain, principally Indian corn—varied occasional- | the theory. 
ly with oats so as to keep up the appetite—the quanti- | Ihave already marked the changes that ought to oc- 
ty of the corn was increased so that as the cold weather | cur in February; and, if it proves as correct as January, 
of the fall came on—the 10 took about 13 quarts a day; | | may send them to you. 
that is to say, each sheep consumed in fattening, about The remarkable high tides which occurred at Boston, 
5 bushels corn, besides hay and grass. | Charleston, and Dagsberough, on the 14th and 15th, 

On the stall of Mr. Bradley we saw one saddle weigh- | proves the correctness of the observation. 
ing 100, for General Josuva Evans, to be senton to| Yours truly, R. C. 
Washington; and another, very fine, for Mr. M. Daw- ee 
son of Philadelphia, and one for Mr. Wade of that city, p el eta tes entices 
which she Ie 83lbs. which before this time we pre- rH E RE GISTER. 
sume, bas been washed down, with a social party of | TBA siege AIS a Br arte ata haa 
friends, with old Madeira, a bumper or two being given : 
to Chester county farming, oe a 

It appears we have fallen into an error in stating the (> The late Marshal of the United States has oblig- 
weight ef the oxen fed by T. 5S. Woodward of East | ingly favoured us with the returns of the Census, of the 
Bradford and slaughtered by Mr. Holtz for Thomas | q,fferent Counties in the Eastern District of this State; 
Yemple. The weight was as follows: 

1—1389. 
S—1221. 

Rough fat of the two—419. | 
Hides—250 

| 
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— 


which we will lay before our readers as rapidly as we 
can. In the present number we publish the census of 
Philadelphia County, as being that in which we are 





f ’ more directly interested. It was our intention to have 
We have also the weight of three others fed this sea- 


son by neighbouring farmers, viz—by 
Samuel Worth of East Bradford, 


1—1488. Rough tat—234 oc? There is a difference of 25 (less) between the 
T. Hickman. 


1-—1289 tables in the present number, and the sketch of the 
2—1154. Rough fat of the two—403. Census as published a short time since in the news- 
If in Delaware, Lancaster, Montgomery or any of | papers, and copied from them into our sixth volume, 
the neigibouring counties, they can tell us of finer oxen, | 397 page, owing to the correction of some small errors 


meant to be right good, but not pamperes - a | discovered in making out the returns. High Street 
, Yoini townships, that beats this;) ; i 
on ee rae aaa , : | Ward was published as 4,446, instead of 4,427; West 
> 


| Southwark 10,385, instead of 10,379; and the total 


Our friends at Chester have been feasting on fine fat | 188,986, instead of 188,961. 
beef too. An ox fed by R. Magowen, weighed 


given with it, some comparative views of the increase, 
&c., but we must defer this till another opportunity. 








Beef, 1525 (CP We have received from a friend in Albany, three 
pase fat, om numbers, published in a paper of that city, on the com- 





| parative advantages of Rail Roads and Canals; which 


1992 | will be inserted when we can find space for them. 








